Gulf Gender Alliance 


Renaissance Chapter 


DIANE’S DIARY 


Diane Tanner 

Diane’s Diary 

We had a good turn out for the April 
meeting with those in attendance treated to a 
great presentation by Lynn from Goya salon 
in Baton Rouge on wig styling. We were so 
grateful to JoAnn for coordinating the event 
that we appointed her to fill an interim posi- 
tion on the board. We are planning on a 
Laser hair removal demo in June or July and 
are exploring a meeting in Baton Rouge in 
July or August. 

Upcoming community events include the 
PFLAG scholarship awards on Sunday, May 
14th (Mother's Day). We hope to have 
another good turn out to help PFLAG with 
their event that will be at the New Orleans 
Board of Trade. A pot luck type of picnic at 
Lucette's house in Mississippi on Saturday 
May 20th is in planning. This will be in 
addition to our regular meeting. Natalie and 
Karen have agreed to help coordinate things 
for the picnic. We will be discussing details 
of who will bring what at the May meeting. 


The departure of our Board Member and 
former VP Bobbi Nicole is something we 
wish could be postponed indefinitely. We 
wish her and Tom the best as they migrate up 
to our northern most state. 


On another note, it was gratifying to see 
Hilary Swank win the Oscar for best actress 
for her portrayal on Brandon Teena in the 
movie "Boys Don't Cry". While she obvi- 
ously understood the role, I don't think I saw 
any mention of "transgender" in either the 
main stream or the alternative GLBT press. 


A typical comment in the GLBT press was 


that “it - the movie" was a triumph to 
lesbian perseverance, and representative of 
challenges faced by gays and lesbians 
daily. Perhaps I'm just thinking political 
correctness, but I find it somewhat distress- 
ing when the press (especially the local 
GBLT press) fail to understand exactly how 
transgender fits into the picture. I guess we 
just need to do a better job educating the 
press that transgender can be FTM (Female 
to Male) as easily as MTF (Male to Fe- 
male). GLBT (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender) are related for several rea- 
sons, generally because of actual or per- 
ceived gender, or gender orientation. 
However, as the U2 song "One" describes 
it, "we're one, but we're not the same, - 
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we got to carry each other". We are different, 
but will always remain intertwined if for no 
other reason than most people can't tell us 
apart. This clearly reflects why excluding 
gender (transgender) from ENDA (Employ- 
ment Non Discrimination Act) is shortsighted, 


and the ignorance is bliss mentally 
of organizations such as HRC (Human Rights 
Campaign) and the GLBT press. 
ODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
For The Record 
Crystal Little 


Hi there girlfriends! 


And here you thought that you had heard 
the last of me. Doesn't look like it. Hope that 
everyone has been doing great. Did you enjoy 
Mardi Gras, and our winter? The winter was 
just perfect for me, It did not get very cold. 
Just what this old lady loves. 


There are a couple of things that I would 
like to talk about. First there is guilt! 


What is guilt? Guilt is that insidious demon 
that was instilled in our minds when we were 
quite young. 

These demons cover everything from our 
enjoying certain things in life, that is bad, as 
we were told. From having a beer after work, 
to eating meat on a Friday. 


We as transgender people have been given 
a whole barrel full of these demons. We enjoy 
dressing as a women, we feel that we are 
women, not feel, we know that we are 
women, it is a part of our mental and genetic 
make up. Or men. That is trans men and 
transwomen. We have been told for so long 
that to be different is wrong and bad, that it 


shows in our life trying to dealing with the 
Way we feel. 


The first thing that we have to do in 
trying to get a hold on our lives is to find 
ways to eliminate our guilts. But first we 
have to identify them. This can be a long 
Tunning process, or it can be short; it is 
Strictly up to the individual. But these demons 
can be brought under control. 


It is our own responsibility to make our 
lives productive, satisfying and happy. Carry- 
ing a load of guilt around hinders our finding 
what we need and desire. 


The other thing is acceptance of all oth- 
ers. We as trans folks should find it in our 
hearts to accept everyone else for who and 
what they are. Everyone is trying to find 
their place and purpose in life. ~ 

The greatest thing about human 
beings is that we are all so diverse. That is 
makes the world so wonderful. We are all 
different. And we must respect anyone’s 
differences, whether it is wearing short 
skirts, having purple hair, dread locks, or 
always in a suit and tie. 

So friends, when you start to put down 
‘someone else, remember that they may find 
you strange also. So be the first to show that 
you accept them for themselves, and they will 
more than likely do the same for you. 

I want to remind everyone about this 
years PRIDE FEST. And also we will be 
doing Summer Safari for the Community 
Center again this year at Rubyfruit Jungle. It 
will be bigger and better this year. 

Sorry that I have not been able to make 
the meetings for a while, but have been 
finding myself with a lot of demands and 
burdens for quite a while now. pitas 

Well, I do not want to bore you too much 
so I will close for now. I will be making the 
May meeting. I do hope one or two of you 
show up. 


Hugs 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
E-MAIL LISTINGS 


(E-Mail Corrections to TiaC@juno.com) 

GGA: Info@gga.org; Presidentc@gga.org 
GGA Web Site: http//:www.gga.org 

Dr Dianne Bailey: dbbailey49@hotmail- 
.com 


Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 


Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
(Crystal is back on e-mail ) 


Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 

Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 

Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 

Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 

Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 

Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 

Chris K.: Chrise@concentric.act 

http://www.concentric.net/ ~ chmse/IN* 

EX.HTML 

Marie Denise Gallagher: 

ladym1871@aol.com 

Bobbie N. Hougland: Nicole2u@aol.com 

Donna & Shirley O: pttlov@bellsouth.net 

Allison Thomas: designs@fastband.com 

Noelle F: Noellextv2000@aol.com 

Jenni Beer: Jennijoyride@aol.com 
DOOOOOHOOOOOOOOOH 

LAGNIAPPE! 

{This is your column! The articles submit- 

ted are generally from our readers. We will 

publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 

positive comments if you happen to like 

something we've done. etc. It doesn't have 

to be more than a line or two, if long 


enough, we will normally publish it as a 
full article. It can be marked 'anonymous', 


but we do need to know who it was submit- _ 


ted by. It can even be a ‘personal’ as long 
as it fits our general policy as outlined in 
the bylaws and as summarized in our out- 
reach brochure. -ed} 


DOOOOOOOOOOOOOlWO 
UPDATE ON LEE FRANCES 


Dear Friends, 

Since I last wrote my health took a tum 
for the worse and I have spent most of the 
time in bed. My knee has been very pain- 
ful, my breath short, my head woozy (nor- 
mal). 

In that time I did the Easter Issue of LL 


(LoveLetter) and will tie up the loose ends 
weekend and Susie will take it for Processing’ 
Monday. I don't like to take codeine pain Pills 
but finally succumbed yesterday. I had an 
appointment with the bone Doctor yesterday 
and couldn't keep it as I felt too badly. I made 
a new one for Monday. I took the pain pills 
yesterday and had a real good nights sleep. 
Everything's OK now. I have a yo-yo exis- 
tence---up and down! Praise the Lord any- 
how! 


I am now 81 years old as of 4/5. I didn't 
tell anyone it was my Birthday. Subsequently 
it was a quiet day. Susie came by and gave 
me a box of ‘Opium’ Dusting Powder. I love 
it!! Saturday, April 1 the Aurora girls gave 
me a party here at my place and it was very 
enjoyabie. Melanie broughta beautiful cake 
and refreshments. The girls gave me a pair of 
black slacks that Susie is shortening for me, 
and a nice boat neck top We had a real nice 
time. They have my sincere thanks. 


Last Tuesday Sissy (from Jackson) took me 
to do my monthly grocery shopping and we 
had lunch together and had a real nice time. 
She was a big help to me and I enjoyed her 
company. She is going to take me to the 
Internist next Thursday. 


I had a visit from The Reverend Susan 

Brock from our Episcopal Cathedral yesterday 
and enjoyed it very much. She wants to ar- 
range a wheel chair for me so I can go to 
church Sunday. I can't go up steps and the 
walk to the back of the property which has 
access (no Steps) to the auditorium is too far to 
walk. If this works out, then I can resume my 
Wednesday night visits to our membership 
class. It all depends on Peter's whereabouts! 
If he's in town, I go. 
Well, it's. almost-time for-the Home Health 
Nurse and the Aide to come and service this 
body of flesh. Never complain about the cost 
of Medicare. It's a blessing to those of us who 
have no financial resources. They have paid a 
good $80,000 taking care of me. All those 
with whom I do business in Medicare know I 
am transgendered and no one has ever made a 
derogatory remark or exhibited anything other 
than total acceptance. 

God has been and is good to me and I 
praise Him for it. I won’t go on with a ser- 
mon now but I will ask His best blessing on 
you and your life for Him. 


Thank you for all of your prayers and help. I 
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elassic 
concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 

{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saiurday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 
Consigoment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 


915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
(228) 896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 
Shoppe 


Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 


(504) 454-3048 Myrle McArthur 


(228) 864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
1804 257 Ave (Hwy 49) Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 
P. O. BOX 922 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 
(662) 289-3631 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 

New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Mary Kay, South MS 
Lucette Worrel 228-467-1286 


Independent Professional Beauty 
Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


201 Gordon Crocket (318) 837-5580 
Lafayette, LA 70503 (office) 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 
www.shoexpress.com 


SP Nails ioyy Ziveca 
Nay. PROFESSIONAL, COMPLETE 
NAIL CARE 


mic avy 


4252 B Pogps Fey Re. 
Dibanea, MS $9532 
(228) 296-3uca 


Open R Days A Weok 
Mer-Sat 9 am. Ws 7 fm. 


All Advertisers Guaranteed TG Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


Celtic Desktop Services 


Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D, Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: ladym1871@aol.com 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


lynn 225-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
Ste E (upstairs) (504) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Serenit 


Place 

Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 
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PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA) a 
RENAISSANCE CHAPTER. Articles and 
information contained in this newsletter 
may be reprinted by other non-profit 
transgender organizations _ without 
advance Cernesion) provided a copy is 
sent to Gulf Gender Alliance within 2 
months after the material is published 
and proper credit is given to author and 
source. 

._ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter 


The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
approved guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA’s officers. Dues 
are $25/year ae active emverstie and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange’ newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be cropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board’s discretion. 

Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 

All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 

P.O. Box 56836 

New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 

Submit articles and ads to: 
sill esse Cissy G, Conley 

P. O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 

All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the Thursday following 
the second Saturday of the month. 
GERI expect an additional months 

elay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 

Our E-Mail address _ is: 
Info@GGA.org. Send news articles to 
TiaC@juno.com 


GGA CALENDAR-2000 
May 13%- Regular Meeting 
May 14%. PFLAG Annual 
Scholarship reception 7p.m. N.O. 
Board of Trade (316 Magazine St) 
May 20"- Lawn Party at 
Lucette’s 
June 10"- 

June 23°¢- 
{See members 
information on 
locations} 


Regular Meeting 
Summer Safari 
insert for more 
Regular Meeting 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491 FAX (713) 347-8747 


LION KING SIMBA 
P.O. BOX 4572 
BILOXI, MS 39535 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


ELECTROLYSIS 
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC. 


EMC 


Hen, Mon-Thu 10 AM-7 PM « Fri 9 AM-4 PM, 
Z2B-8%-7475, R20-D Cowthose Rood 
1-800-278-4352 


If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
please contact us at the aforementioned 
address or call us at: 

(504) 943-1999 

This month’s regular meeting will be 
held May 13" in our usual location in the 
Greater New Orleans area. For those 
desiring to dress in the room, it is usually 
open by 3:30 - 4 p.m. Board of Directors 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. and General 
Membership Meeting at 7:15 p.m. Meeting 
location information is included separately 
for members or guests who have been 
interviewed. 

OOOOOOOO0OOOOLHO 


PATR. 


PAR) senc Patrick, C.C.E. 
x is 
~~", 


GGA Officers 


President 
Vice-president 
Secretary/Treasurer 


Board of Directors 


Diane T, Crystal L, Nicole H, 
Cissy C, Jo Ann Drusilla, 
Nancy B, Michelle Ryan & 
Shirley O. 


Gulf Gender Alliance Page 4 


love you, 
OOVPOOOOVOOOOOOOO 


Your Smile of the Day 


Psalmwrite@aol.com 


At an international doctors' convention in 
Switzerland, a conversation was taking place 
in the hallway after one of the daily lectures: 


An Israeli doctor said, "Medicine in my 
country is so advanced, we can take a kidney 
out of one person, put it into another, and have 
him back to work within 6 weeks!" 


A German doctor said, "That's nothing! In 
my country we can take a lung out of one 
person, put it in another, and have him looking 
for work in only 4 weeks!" 

A Russian doctor said, "Well in my coun- 
try, we can take half a heart from one person, 
put it into another and have them both looking 
for work in three weeks!" 


The American doctor, not to be outdone, 
said, "Hah, in my country, we are going to 
take an asshole out of Texas, put him in the 
White House, and have everyone looking for 
work in only one week!" 

ODOOODOOOOOOOOVOOH 


Updates 
Donna and Shirley O. 


Kris Rabbit is still being crossed up by 
Donna from time to time. 


Lone Star Pet Suppliers has taken an 
application from Donna for a permanent job. 
The person in charge of the local warehouse 
is very impressed with Donna's performance 
and is trying to get Donna on as a permanent 
employee. Donna had to go in for a drug test 
(She passed of course) as one of the require- 
ments for employment. 


A Government Agency has accepted 

information from Donna about her being fired 
from that Fortune 500 company. They seem 
to be interested in possibly pursuing it as a 
test case. Donna has another meeting with 
them in May. 
It seems that Nancy S. has located a local 
lawyer that may be interested in taking on 
the case. Donna is to have a meeting with 
this person and we will see how it goes. The 
lawyer seemed to become interested after 
reading the ruling on the Title VII case. 

If the State of Louisiana has it's way Shir- 
ley will be out of a job in May or June. The 


State in it's infinite (misplaced) wisdom 
has decided to eliminate all funding for 
Independent living programs. This would 
mean that she and a lot of other people 
would be out of a job. Thousands of people 
who depend on the services will be up the 
creek without a paddle and in a leaking 
boat. These people will be forced to live in 
group homes or other institutions; possibly 
hidden away in their parents homes; more 
than likely be abused or neglected; or 
possibly be put on the streets. 


OOOOOOOOVOOOOOOH 
KAREN’S KORNER 


Karen Louise Scott 


We had another enjoyable meeting with 
good friends and good conversation. There 
were several of our group in attendance 
who haven’t been able to come in a long 
time. Robin, Lisa, Valerie, Jennifer, Natal- 
ie and her friend Carol. Time has really 
gone by quickly. 

A new member, Jenni, from Zachary, 
was voted in. Welcome to the GGA Jenni; 
looking forward to seeing you again soon. 


Lucette said the lawn party on May 20" 
is going to take place. All ideas about food 
are welcome. Please let us know at the 
May meeting. Also, if you can come early 
to help set up, it would be helpful. 


We had a special guest at our meeting, 
Lynn Battaglia, one of our helping profes- 
sionals. She is the owner of Goya Salon in 
Baton Rouge. She gave a very good presen- 
tation on caring for wigs. I learned some 
things that will be helpful. Thank you 
Lynn. Hope to see you again. 

Last month Barbara, Lee and myself 
attended a panel discussion at UNO for 
Doctor Anderson’s Human Sexuality class. 
It was fun and informative for the students 


I guess I pass pretty well. The people in 
the class walked past me as I was sitting 
outside on a bench. They didn’t notice a 
thing {I’ve been trying to tell her this for years!-ed} 
That always feels good to look good. 

Summer Safari will be coming up in a 
few months. One of our own, Noelle 
Fredericks, along with several other mem- 
bers of Boyz will be Girls will be perform- 
ing. They always do a good show. Go see 
them at Summer Safari. 


Hope to see everyone next time. Have 


a good month and enjoy the pretty spring 
weather. 
BDOOOOVOOOOOOOOWVOO 


.FROM THE STENOPAD 
Cissy Conley 


Well, it has certainly been an interesting 
month. I was able to go to Sacramento, East 
Phoenix and back in time to make the meeting 
in two weeks. I actually did have to work a 
couple of days but was able to spend the rest 
of the time as Cissy. Having dinner with Ann 
West (Shoe Express) and her friend Diedra 
(some of you met her years ago when she 
came to one of our meetings with Ann) was 
one of the high points on the way out. On the 
way back, I spent an evening with Marie 
Denise and her new main squeeze Leslie. 


Diane and Karen covered much of the 
meeting news in their columns, but I would 
like to mention Lisa (previously known as 
Kay) who had attended back in the Tri Delta 
Chi days. We were also glad to see Vicki and 
Dianne, whom we hadn’t seen since Christmas 
either. 


Board Meeting The PFLAG Scholarship 
Champagne is at 6 p.m and the locution is 
given on our calendar of events on page 4. For 
those wanting to attend, volunteers are needed 
—See Nancy B. Or Diane. There may be one 
or two extra tickets as a result of GGA contri- 
butions. Again, see Diane or Nancy B. 


JoAnn Drusilia has been appointed as an 
interim board member, filling the past-presi- 
dent’s position vacated by Crystal when she 
became vice president. She is also coordinat- 
ing a meeting event with the Cosmetic Laser 
Center of Baton Rouge. This is tentatively 
scheduled for the June/July time frame. We 
were initially considering June, but there is 
also a possibility of having a July or August 
meeting in Baton Rouge, which might make it 
easier for the laser people to bring their equip- 
ment there. 


Lucette confirmed the lawn party for May 
20" at her place in Bay St. Louis. We well be 
finalizing plans at the May meeting. If the 


Gulf Gender Alliance Page 5 


decision is to have Lucette buy the food, be 
prepared to bring $5-$10 to prepay this event. 


June 23" is Summer Safari; a fundraiser for 
the Community Center. We need to have a 
good attendance at this. 


General Membership Meeting Diane made 


the announcements listed above. Jennifer R. 
from Zachary was voted in. She had attended 
last fall, but had not been able to make a 
meeting since. 

Lynn from Goya salon gave a very inter- 
esting and informative seminar on the pur- 
chase, care and styling of wigs. She also 
makes custom hair pieces. Her ad is on page 
3: 


BDOOOOOOOOOOOOOWO 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year in 
advance. All events have been 
posted through national 
advertisement or direct contact from 


the promoter. GGA accepts no 
responsibility for the accuracy or 
content of these items. 


OOOOOOOHOOOOOOOOO 
10” Annual 
California Dreamin’ 

April 27-30 
San Francisco, CA 
PPOC P.O. Box 1088 
Yorba Linda, CA 92885 
(714) 281-0271 
DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Gender Pac Lobby Days 2K 
Washington, DC 
May 21-23 
Holiday Inn on the Hill 
LobbyDays@gpac.org 
ODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Renaissance 4" Intl Conf 
Crossdressing, Sex & Gender 


May 4-7 
Philadelphia, PA 


{POSTPONED ‘TIL FALL} 


(610) 975-9119 
www.ren.orgt/4thcongress 


BDOOOOOHOOOOOHOO0O 
Kindred Spirits 
Guest House Opening 
Black Mountain, NC 
May 13 
395 Lakey Gap Acres 
Black Mountain, NC 28711 
(828) 669-3889 
www.TranSpirits.org 
DOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Espirit 2000 
Port Angeles, WA 
May 15-21 
P. O. Box 181 
Kent, WA 98035-0181 


EspiritGala@aol.com 


www.nwart.com/espirit 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Be-All 
June 7-11 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
www.transgender.org/beall 


beall2000@mail.com 
DOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Final Thoughts 
Bobbie Hougland 


The April meeting will be my last as I 
am finally going back to my dream home in 
Alaska. I look forward to the mountains, 
hiking, and the snow. I love to ski and the 
five years here have not given me much 
opportunity for that pastime (though I did 
Manage to get Michelle addicted to the 
sport). So how did a little snow bunny like 
me end up here? Easy, the military sent 
me here, but I did stay after retiring three 
years ago. Though much of the cause for 
that was employment, probably the biggest 


reason was that I started my transition 
eamest after leaving the Air Force. I hd 
developed an infrastructure of support here on 
the coast and was loathe to abandon it. | 
found a doctor who prescribed for me, devel- 
oped a relationship with an electrologist, and, 
most of all, I was a part of the GGA. The 
friends I found there and contacts I made made 
the sweltering summers worth the misery. I 
am now three months post operative and have 
the confidence to move anywhere and it is time 
for me to get on with life. I will continue to be 
an associate member and hope to stay in touch 
with the group. I took out of the group much 
care, advice, and love; and, I hope, have also 
given these things to the group. 


I feel being a part of the GGA is a learning 
and growing process. In the beginning it is 
pretty much a one way street, you take the 
experiences of others and their acceptance, 
you receive much more than you offer. Of 
course, it only takes a few months before some 
other newby comes along and you find your- 
self offering up your sage wisdom. You will 
probably find at some point that you are not 
learning a lot anymore, perhaps you come to 
the point where you come and go in public and 
no longer need the safety of the group to be 
yourself. Look around, there are many girls in 
that situation yet they continue to participate. 
Some of them have a political agenda and are 
pushing to further the Transgendered cause, 
but for many, the reason is simple, they care 
about the people in the group and feel it is 
their place to return the favors visited on them. 
They are there to help, so don’t be shy about 
asking questions, the story is quite often the 
same, if you want a peak at the ending just ask 
someone. I now find myself in an interesting 
position, I may be heading back into the close- 
t, only as a woman this time, with the goal of 
keeping my past identity a secret. I say "may" 
because J struggle with this issue, on the one 
hand, I want to be perceived as a woman, not 
as transsexual. I am not ashamed of my past, 
but want to be just another woman in society. 
On the other hand, I feel a tremendous obliga- 
tion to those who helped me, an obligation I 
can only honor by helping others. 

So, what to do? My guess is I will try to 
find an organization in Anchorage, but I will 
not start one. I may work through the Gay and 
Lesbian organizations as I have yet to find a 
Transgendered group there. 


My first time out in public (other than in 
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my car at night) was with the GGA. I was so 
nervous (sound familiar?), I dressed at the 
room thinking I would just stay in the room 
until darkness. Cissy had other plans, she 
snagged me to help her fetch the snacks for 
the evening. I remember catching a glance of 
my reflection at the deli and being amazed 
that it was me. I even got a compliment of 
sorts (though the Bubba making it assumed I 
didn’t hear him). I had been using the name 
Nicole for some time and felt I needed a 
fictitious last name so I chose Adams (Nic 
Adams, you Hemmingway fans out there 
should see the irony in that).The meeting 
went great. I met Michelle and Renee, and 
Vicki and Diane, and started many friend- 
ships I will always cherish. 


Cissy was my interviewer and she has 
been a wonderful person. I attended a couple 
of Texas T Parties. I started venturing out 
here in my own part of the coast, and when I 
retired I started the transition. Though not 
full time at first, I did go through an androgy- 
nous phase for a year or so; it drove Michelle 
to the brink of her sanity (not a long drive 
actually), and she was the one who finally 
helped convince me that it was time to live 
my life as a woman.. I started seeing a thera- 
pist with an eye towards surgery and from 
that moment on have been full time. Michel- 
le was right, the people around me were 
much more comfortable with me as a woman 
and life was a joy once again. 

An important point, becoming a woman 
will not make your life wonderful, it only 
allows you to do that. I met a wonderful man, 
Tom, he is moving to Anchorage with me and 
I am very happy. I legally changed my name 
to Bobbie Nicole. I have posted that paper- 
work on the GGA web site. 


The road to surgery. The Harry Benjamin 
Standards of Care (HBSC) are very intimidat- 
ing, not to mention costly. All reputable 
surgeons profess to adhere to them, fortu- 
nately most honor a good faith effort. I 
found a therapist willing to see me once a 
month, so that was affordable, you will have 
to eventually find a second therapist willing 
to make a recommendation. One of these 
two has to be a Ph.D. The qualifications 
listed in the HBSC can be worked around. | 
called around and found a doctor willing to 
prescribe hormones, I did have to educate 
him. Do some research, hit the Internet, ask 
some of the other girls, maybe see an endo- 


crinologist, you can find the information 
you need. The year long Real Life Test is 
very important, this is when you make your 
final decision, don’t short cut it by much. 
There is a lot of information on surgeons 
on the web, Anne Lawrence ‘s site is a 
good place to start. I chose Dr. Brassard 
in Montreal, the facilities are wonderful 
and the 10,000 dollar (around 7,000 with- 
out implants) price tag was the best I 
found. There is always the possibility that 
you may have to go back to the surgeon for 
some minor corrections so bear that in 
mind when making your choice. I had my 
surgery on a Tuesday. The next two days 
were spent in bed in a Morphine fog (won- 
derful dreams). They got me up on Thurs- 
day and took the bag off of my catheter, 
ironically you had to empty the tube stand- 
ing, so I ended up standing to pee so to 
speak my first few days as a woman. We 
went back to the care facility on Friday, 
had our stent and catheter removed on 
Monday morning and started the dilation 
process, an activity which came to occupy 
a lot of my time. I stayed at the facility 
until Thursday. The system in Montreal is 
very nurturing, the weekend prior to sur- 
gery you are there with the post-ops from 
the week before, helping them and asking 
many questions, the weekend after surgery 
you get to meet the next weeks candidates. 
There are four people each week, two on 
Monday, two on Tuesday and you will 
room with the girl you share your surgery 
day with. So, in addition to my new parts I 
also got my new sister, Michelle. This post 
operative care facility is one of the major 
reasons J chose Montreal, I just can’t imag- 
ine being on my own four days after sur- 
gery. 

The healing has gone fine, no compli- 
cations. I am orgasmic and have had inter- 
course, now I’m working on peeing with- 
out drenching my tush! I petitioned the 
Mississippi Courts to have my gender 
legally changed; with that court order in 
hand I have now changed most of the docu- 
ments that matter. I will post that paper- 
work on the web site. I even changed all of 
my military records that I could, no one 
even raised an eyebrow! 

So, there is my story. We all have one 
and we all have something to offer. Please 
be willing to share yours and don’t hesitate 


to ask others. 


I have enjoyed my time in the GGA, I 
probably would have ended up in the same 
place without it, but the journey would have 
been much more difficult. I hesitate to men- 
tion names, but I will mark a few. Courtney 
Sharpe for her dedication and passion, Crystal 
Little for her energy (now that I am packing, 
I could use a few of those industrial strength 
soapboxes of hers), Diane Tanner for her 
grace and serenity, Cissy for her guidance, 
Michelle and Vicki for just about everything 
(not to mention the wonderful Christmas 
Parties Vicki puts together), and Jackie, my 
most recent GGA friend. Adieu my friends, I 
love you. 

ODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Transgender Activists Dana Rivers and 
Jamison Green to Appear at Millennium 

March on Washington 
Corri Planck 
cplanck@mmow.org 
{Penni Ashe Matz penn45@ma.ultranet.com} 
WASHINGTON, March 17, 2000 


Organizers of the Millennium March on 
Washington for Equality have announced that 
transgender activists Dana Rivers and Jamison 
"James" Green will appear at the Millennium 
March. 


For eight years, Rivers was an 
award-winning high school teacher in Califor- 
nia before she lost her job when she proceeded 
with her transition from male to female. 


"As a gender-different educator, activist, 
parent and voter, I no longer choose to be 
marginalized by those few remaining people 
for whom hatred and intolerance are core 
values. Hate-based violence and oppressive 
public policy based on gender must be con- 
demned," Rivers said. "I am proud of the 
work the Millennium March has done to 
ensure inclusion of the transgender community 
in this march, I am honored to take a stand for 
the transgender community at the Millennium 
March." 


Rivers, the parent of a teenage daughter, 
serves on the board of directors for the Cali- 
fornia Alliance for Pride and Equality, the 
International Foundation for Gender Education 
and the Millennium March on Washington for 
Equality. Her story has appeared in the New 
York Times, Los Angeles Times, Time, 
People, and on "20/20" and the Oprah Winfr- 
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ey Show. Rivers was also featured as one of 
Jane magazine’s "Ten Gutsy Women" of 
1999. The Colin Higgins Foundation honored 
Rivers with one of four 1999 Courage Awar- 
ds for her stand against gender-based discrim- 
ination. 

Green is an internationally respected 
activist and community leader in the 
transgender movement. He serves as board 
chair of Gender Education and Advocacy, 
and is past president (1991-1999) of FTM 
International, Inc. 


Green is the author of the landmark report 
on discrimination against transgendered 
people for the San Francisco Human Rights 
Commission, and writes a monthly column 
for PlanetOut.com. He has received numer- 
ous awards from a diverse array of 
transgender organizations. 


"I'm excited about helping to make the 
kind of powerful statement this event will 
give to this nation and beyond," Green said. 
"The Millennium March is a chance to let 
the world know we want to put an end to the 
prejudices and fears that cause people to 
Oppress gay and gender variant people. It is 
an honor to speak from the platform and help 
give the trans community a voice." 


The parent of a teenage daughter, Green 
also serves as a gender diversity consultant, 
providing academic lectures, organizational 
sensitivity training, and transgender advo- 
cacy services to groups, institutions and 
corporations. 


The Millennium March on Washington, 

scheduled for April 30, 2000, will be the 
fourth national GLBT civil rights march to 
promote equal rights for all gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender individuals. For 
more information on the March on Washing- 
ton for Equality, visit the official website at 
WWw.mmow.org or write to 
MMOW2000@aol.com. 
{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free 
Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, Amer- 
ica! Material distributed via GAIN is for research and 
educational purposes only and is not to be used for 
commercial gain.} 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


On the Feminization of Menswear 
Ms. Vaginal Davis 
Brenda Lana Smith 
Brenda-Lana@blsmith. freeserve.co.uk 


LA Weekly: style: On the Feminization of 
Menswear 


http://www. laweekly.com:80/ink/00/17/s 
tyle-davis.shtml 


Friday, March 17, 2000 


She wears, he wears: JonValde’d silk 
and nylon halter dress in celadon, and 
men’s buttonless nylon car coat in orange 


I’m glad the steroid look has been 
supplanted by a more Ganymede look 
Thinner boys who are more gaunt. Subur- 
ban-looking young white boys with full 
negroid lips and big bubble black-boy 
butts. That’s a trend I like. I love how in 
the Romeo Gigli ads the boy looks like 
Phranc the Jewish lesbian folk singer. 
Phranc is hot, and the fashion world should 
have its male models patterning their lives 
after her. But don’t put boys in blouses. 
Let them wear shirts. And pants that aren’t 
seamless. Have you seen the latest Valenti- 
no ads? All the boys look like Ellen 
DeGeneres, if she were attractive. They’e 
all wearing cream-colored pantsuits and so 
much makeup it’s as if Way Bandy came 
back from the dead to do their faces. 


I remember when my friend the de- 
signer (now photographer-filmmaker) Rick 
Castro designed the menswear line for 
Michele Lamy back in the 80's. His reps 
down at the CaliforniaMart were embar- 
rassed by his collection, and so was his 
publicist. They said his line was too gay 
and that real men would never wear the 
clothes. I remember them having a hissy fit 
over the exposed zippers on the pants and 
the stitching that accentuated the crotch and 
buttsicle muscles. Today that is de rigueur. 


There’s this Gucci ad that shows a sexy 
boy in briefs that look just like women’s 
panties, and the fabric is so fine you can 
see his circumcision. 


The focus now in menswear, with the 
visible display of one’s means and all the 
models sporting open shirts, spread-eagle -- 
what’s going on here? Can I blame it all 
on Tom Ford? Am I being too hard on 
him? It’s sort of like when a gay precious 
boy beauty loses his looks when he’s al- 


ways depended on them for his successe: 
life and for being desirable. Selling desire 


tapping into the baser instincts of gay me 
with their out-of-control disposable incomes, 
and also titillating women a bit the way lesbian 
Sex titillates straight men -- that is what men’s 
fashion is doing right now. 


I’m just waiting to see male twin sets ala Liz 
Claiborne. It will be the new version of the 
Sweater queen. Even a conservative mag like 
Esquire sticks a masculine actor like Dylan 
McDermott of The Practice -- who looks great 
in tailored suits playing a lawyer -- ina shiny 
caramel silk shirt and leather pants. More 
Gucci. It’s a ridiculous and affected getup, and 
the airbrushing can’t hide how uncomfortable 
he looks. 


The suits that cinch at the waist, giving an 
obvious hourglass silhouette -- I don’t like 
that, it’s too fetishy. I want a 50's Gregory 
Peck style man in a gray flannel suit. Men 
look best simple. That is why I’m not featuring 
these men’s shirts, suits, jackets and pants 
with applique’d, beading and bejeweling. And 
absolutely no chain belts. It’s too Liberace. I 
do like the gay porno aesthetic -- I like seeing 
boys in various stages of dishabille -- but do 
they bring fashion fluffers to the set just so the 
nipples will be bullet-hard and they’ll be 
pistol-packing? 

{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free Internet 
news service, brought to you courtesy of Gender Educa- 
tion and Advocacy, and It's Time, America! Material 
distributed via GAIN is for research and educational 
purposes only and is not to be used for commercial gain.} 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Girls Will Be Boys 


Kimberly Peirce 


{Brenda Lana Smith, 
Brenda-Lana@blsmith. freeserve.co.uk} 


{GAIN Editor's note: please note the inappro- 


priate pronouns in reference to Teena, as well 
as other descriptions of Teena. } 


When film student Kimberly Peirce heard the 
tragic tale of Teena Brandon, a young, appar- 
ently male Nebraskan murdered because he 
was actually a girl, she vowed to make a film 
about it. Emma Brockes talked to her about a 
movie that became a cause celebre. 

Friday March 17, 2000 

Kimberly Peirce's biggest concern while 
making the film Boys Don't Cry was that the 
audience wouldn't sympathise with her hero- 
ine. 
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Beaten, raped and eventually murdered, 
the true story of Teena Brandon's short life 
would appear to demand only the tenderest 
reception. But to sympathise with her is to 
make a leap that Peirce wasn't sure a large 
slice of her audience would be capable of: 
Brandon was a transsexual, a girl who passed 
herself off as a boy. In the logic of the Ne- 
braska outpost she came from, she forfeited 
her right to public sympathy when she shoved 
a pair of socks down her trousers and started 
dating the town's girls. 

Now that the film has won a Golden 
Globe award and is nominated for two Os- 
cars, Peirce's faith in a five-year-long project 
has been vindicated. The good reception that 
Boys Don't Cry has had, particularly in the 


conservative mid-west where the story takes 
place, is only upstaged by the fact that it is 
Peirce's first film. In April 1994, while 
enrolled on a graduate film course at Colum- 
bia University - she is now in her early 30s - 
she started reading reports in the press about 
a hate crime that had rocked a little place 
called Falls City, way out in Nebraska. "I 
was writing another script at the time, based 
on a true story about a woman who passedas 
aman during the civil war. Then I picked up 
the Village Voice and started reading about 
Brandon." Teena Brandon, or Brandon Teena 
as (s)he called him/herself, was a popular 
fixture in Falls City. He drank with the boys, 
dated the girls, fell in love with a bold young 
woman called Lana and, when his identity as 
a woman was discovered, was shot dead by 
two young men who couldn't process the 
inverted values that came with his unmask- 
ing. 

The story was picked up by the New York 
Times and the New Yorker; a novel and a 
play were written about it. "I fell in love with 
a story that was bigger than me, " says Peirce. 
“It was capturing the nation's imagination." 


While much of the coverage concentrated 
on the brutal killing and the "freak" factor of 
Brandon's sexuality, what interested Peirce 
was the love story between Brandon and 
Lana. The film student made a brave move: 
she caught a plane to Nebraska and, inspired 
by such prose works as Truman Capote's In 
Cold Blood and Norman Mailer's The Execu- 
tioner's Son, began doing some background 
journalism. 

She attended the killers' trials; she inter- 
viewed the witnesses; she read every scrap of 


material on the case until, two years and 
another visit later, the angle of her story 
became clear to her. The extraordinary fact 
about the case, Peirce thought, was that 
these people weren't East coast sophisti- 
cates dabbling with homosexuality, but a 
young couple from redneck country, heroic 
enough to love each other even after it 
emerged that both of them were girls. 


Lana, whom Peirce interviewed at 
length, resents any suggestion that she is a 
lesbian. Her suspension of disbelief about 
Brandon's identity is at the psychological 
heart of the movie. She still alternates her 
references to his gender. Against the back- 
drop of an endless Nebraska skyline, this 
really is the stuff of poetry, of love as the 
ultimate agent of transformation. When 
Peirce first came up against it, however, it 
threatened to blow her whole story. "I said 
to Lana, when did you first know that 
Brandon was a girl? She replied, 'Oh, I 
knew the day that I met him.‘ I thought if 
she knew when she met him, there's no 
story here. Then she said, 'No, I didn't 
really know until that day Brandon told 
me.' Then she said, 'No I didn't really 
know until later.’ " 


Lana and Brandon had planned to run 
away together and when Peirce asked Lana 
if they meant to go as lovers or as friends, 
Lana replied, "As friends, of course, be- 
cause Brandon was a girl." But when Peir- 
ce mentioned Brandon's desire for a sex 
change, Lana said quickly, "Brandon didn't 
need a sex change, he was always a man to 
me" As Peirce says, "Whether Brandon is 
a boy or girl changes for Lana, sentence by 
sentence. So] have to ask myself, what can 
I trust? I can trust that she loves Brandon." 

Unsurprisingly, the synopsis of a film 
this complicated, did not excite a bidding 
war between the major studios. Peirce 
didn't even set out with idea of making a 
feature film. She gained her first degree in 
English and 
Japanese literature at the University of 
Chicago, during which time she spent two 
years living in Japan and working as a stills 
photographer. After moving to New York's 
Columbia University, she progressed from 
stills to making 16mm shorts. One, the 
Last Good Breath, about two lovers who 
take turns sacrificing themselves to survive 
a war, won second place at the Canada 


international film festival. 


When Peirce wrote the script of Boys 
Don't Cry, it was as her graduate thesis, and 
she filmed a short version of it. But some- 
where around 1995 she began to realise its 
potential as a feature film. But there were 
serious difficulties. As well as the challenging 
nature of its material, Peirce was a first-time 
director who wanted to retain full creative 
control. She could have had “high risk" print- 
ed across her forehead. “The fact that the 
movie could not get made made total sense to 
me," she says. “My culture destroyed 
Brandon, my culture couldn't make sense of 
Brandon, I made sense of Brandon." 


Peirce frowns under the weight of her 
mission to inspire awe not disgust for Lana 
and Brandon. The impression Peirce gives is 
of an earnest, incredibly hard-working woma- 
n, erring on the side of sobriety, but passionate 
about her material to an extent that makes it 
hard to imagine how she would handle a story 
she was less personally involved in. 


In the project's early days, Peirce was 
helped by the casting of Hilary Swank in the 
lead role as Brandon and Chloe Sevigny as 
Lana. Swank is superb, utterly believable as a 
male lead, and Sevigny brings her usual, 
Plasticine-featured intensity to the role. Both 
have been nominated for Oscars and Swank 
won the best actress award at this year's 
Golden Globes after Fox Searchlight, an arm 
of Rupert Murdoch's Fox, eventually backed 


the film on the strength of a 20-minute trailer. 


What is most surprising in all this the way 
the American heartlands have reacted to the 
film. When it showed in St Louis, Missouri, 
people poured round Peirce after the screening 
to congratulate her. "I loved Brandon, " a lot of 
them said, no minor admission, since to make 
this statement they had had to digest a scene in 
which one girl wearing a dildo made love to 
another girl who believed her to be a boy. Yet 
digest it they did. 

"In St Louis there was a _ ques- 
tion-and-answer session after the film," says 
Peirce. "The greatest thing that emerged from 
it was that the audience didn't think of Brand- 
on as a sexual deviant. My aim had been to 
make him as deeply human as possible, so that 
people fell in love with him the way that Lana 
did; so that they didn't think gay, didn't think 
weird, just thought Brandon. And that's what 
happened." 
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They were helped along in this by a shift 
in American culture that has been symbolised 
by the public reaction to the Matthew Shep- 
herd case. When Brandon was murdered in 
1993, the public outcry was limited. When 
Matthew Shepherd, a gay student, was mur- 
dered in Wyoming last year, the outcry. was 
huge and Shepherd became an icon for every- 
one opposed to what Peirce calls "the straight 
white boys picking up guns and taking their 
frustrations out on people who aren't like 
them. When Brandon was killed, the country 
wasn't as aware of its own cultural violence 
as itis now. Now the corporate financiers are 
looking at my film and saying, oh my God, 
you're recognising a problem that's out there. 
But the problem has been out there." 


The story of his life is, Peirce believes, 
the story of a wounded culture that is only 
just beginning to look at itself without panick- 
ing at what it sees. For a while after the 
crime, Lana was ostracised in Falls City and 
moved to live with an aunt in Omaha. She is 
back at home now, though, has had a baby 
and is finding that the prevailing sentiment 
towards her is curiosity not hostility. She did, 
however, launch a lawsuit just prior to the 
film's release against Fox for invasion of 
privacy, which was settled out of court. 
Peirce is still in touch with her and intends to 
remain so. 

"The great thing is that in the end, Lana 
didn't know anything about gender politics. 
She was just trying desperately to hang on to 
something that was beautiful in her life." 
{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free 
Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, Amer- 
ica! Material distributed via GAIN is for research and 
educational purposes only and is not to be used for 
commercial gain.} 


BOODOOVOOOOVOOOOVOO 


Transsexual Recognition Bill 
Passes First Hurdle 


DenisePenn@aol.com 


{Courtesy Phyllis Randolph Frye Esq, 


PRFrye@aol.com} 

Today, Boyce Hinman, Administrator 
of the Lambda Letters Project, expressed 
his great delight that a bill to assist post 
surgical transsexuals obtain court recogni- 
tion of their new sex passed its first hurdle 
in the State Assembly yesterday, March 
14th. The bill, A.B. 1851, introduced by 
Assembly Member John Longville Demo- 
crat of San Bernardino, was approved by 
the Assembly Health Committee. 


A.B. 1851 clarifies the process that 
courts should follow in response to peti- 
tions for recognition of a person's change 
of gender as the result of sex re-assignment 
surgery. The concept for the bill first arose 
in a series of meetings called by the Lamb- 
da Letters Project beginning last Summer. 
The meetings, which occurred in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and in Los Angeles, 
included representatives of the transgender- 
ed community and of The Lambda Letters 
Project and the California Alliance For 
Pride and Equality (CAPE). 


During those meetings, an attorney, 
Melinda Whiteway, said she often repre- 
sents post surgical transsexual persons as 
they seek to get court recognition of their 
new sex. Ms. Whiteway expressed con- 
cern that current California law provides 
no direction to'the courts when a petitioner 
in these cases was born in California but 
now lives in another state or when the 
reverse is true. The group decided that 
this problem is one of two issues for 


which we should seek a legislative rem- 


edy. Subsequently Whiteway and Hinman 
discussed the matter with a member of 
Assembly Member Longville's staff and 
later Mr. Longville graciously agreed to 
introduce the necessary legislation 


The bill was assigned to the Assembly 
Health Committee. The Lambda Letters 
Project subsequently issued an E-mail alert 
asking people to write to the members of 
the committee urging them to vote for the 
bill. Lambda Letters delivered over 520 
letters of support and then the committee 
voted 13 to O in favor of the bill. Even 
conservative members such as Sam Aanest- 


ad and Dave Cox voted for A.B. 1851. Hie 
an noted that both of those legislators received 
a score of zero for their voting records on 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered 
issues in Lambda Letters' 1999 legislative 
score card. Hinman added, "This vote demon- 
Strates the fact that legislators listen when their 
constituents speak with a loud, clear voice." 


The Lambda Letters Project is California's 
oldest statewide organization lobbying on 
behalf of the lesbian, gay, bisexual , and 
transgendered community. It helps people 
write letters to elected officials on these issues 
and also on HIV/AIDS, issues of concern to 
people of color and women's issues. People 
wishing further information on the project may 
visit the project's web page at 
www.lambdaletters.org, send a request to 
LambdaLP@aol.com or call (916) 965-6851. 


BDOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


New Web Address! 
WWW.GGA.ORG 


e-mail us at: 
Info@GGA.ORG 
President@gea.org 


Hot Line 
(504) 943-1999 


Mail: 
P. O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 
70156-6836 
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